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WELCOME to the PARISH NEWS for

JUNE 2021

Rhoda Castle
rhoda.castle@outlook.com

https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net

Please be in touch with any news, articles or updates on your club or organisation by email
to Rhoda. No more than 425 words in length, please. Advertisements, both for businesses
and for village events, should also be sent to Rhoda. These will attract a small charge. A
special deal for repeat adverts by businesses is available: details available on request.

The next Parish News is the July issue. Deadline for copy is
12th  June.

In the summer months there is usually a double issue of Parish News, covering two months,
to accommodate holidays. This year the double issue will cover August and September.
This means that articles and information about September for the print edition will have to
be sent to us in July. If your information about September is not available in time to get into
the print edition it can be added to the online edition and flagged up on our web site nearer
the time.

is distributed by volunteers in the parishes of St John’s, Marchington

Woodlands and St Peter’s, Marchington. If you wish to receive a regular copy please contact

our Head of Distribution, Mike Williamson (01283 820407). There is an annual subscription

rate of £9 for a paper copy of the magazine delivered to your door. The online edition of the

magazine is freely available on our website https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net. and

includes colour photographs and live hyperlinks. Previous issues of the magazine are

available online at https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net/archive

Subscriptions are collected every July and cover the period up to the following June.

Newcomers to the village are welcome to have a complimentary copy, so if someone has

moved in near to you please let Mike know.

mailto:rhoda.castle@outlook.com
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net.,
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net/archive 
https://www.marchingtonparishnews/archive


The final episode of BBC One's 
 was watched by an average of

12.8 million viewers on that Sunday
night, the most watched episode of
any drama since modern records be-
gan in 2002.

Were you one of the viewers who
tuned in to find out the identity of
criminal mastermind, H? And did you
agree with the critics that the series
ended with an anti-climax with lots of
loose ends and plenty of scope for
further episodes?

One of Hastings’ most famous quotes
is “Jesus, Mary, Joseph and the wee
donkey” and it seems to be one that
has been appreciated.  Several lines of
duty are incorporated into that phrase.

Jesus:  the main character in a murder
story, one series finished with his res-
urrection, not a disappointing end that

Let’s Play Our Part In This Exciting Story
Lucy Toyne, Reader in the Uttoxeter Area of Churches, draws on our
engagement with the ‘Line of Duty’ drama to argue that we all have
our own part to play in the exciting adventure God has for the
Uttoxeter Area.

time. The next series is underway, and
God knows that the last episode will
be triumphant.

Mary:  a girl who chose to embrace
with joy the challenges of her line of
duty, no guns required for this strong
but humble woman.

Joseph: a key character who takes a
back seat after the first episode

The Wee Donkey:  carrying Mary to
Bethlehem and Jesus to Calvary, not a
fast car with a siren, but still getting
people to places at the right time.

Jesus needed Mary, Joseph and the
wee donkey in order to complete his
purposes. The complexity of their re-

Jesus, Mary, Joseph and the

wee donkey .……………….

mailto:rhoda.castle@outlook.com
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net.,
https://www.marchingtonparishnews.net/archive 
https://www.marchingtonparishnews/archive
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lationships with each other and the
world haven’t been fully explained yet
- but they will be one day.

And we are also characters in this epic
drama; we may not be in uniform, may
only be a split second on screen, but
still specially selected by God and part
of the big picture.   What now for us?
The fear may be genuine. There is a lot
at stake, there are so many opportuni-
ties, and we don’t know where the
story line is going.  We may have been
slow to grasp who H was, but let’s

grasp who HS is.  We do have a Heav-
enly Director in charge of our reality,
a Colleague who won’t let us down,
and the Holy Spirit to guide us.

Whether you have watched 
 on TV or not, we are in this

amazing set and with colourful char-
acters. Let’s play our part in the excit-
ing adventure God has for Uttoxeter
Area.

Reader, Uttoxeter Area

Help Wanted in the St Peter’s Churchyard
on 5th June

Spring is here.
The Church is having a spring clean of the churchyard.

Winter has left us with many jobs to do.

We are asking for your help.

Many visit our churchyard: to visit loved ones, to walk the
public footpath, to walk their dogs or just to sit in the sun.

Are you able to come and help us on June 5th at
10am?

Contact Lynda Nicholson - email: lyndaclarenicholson@gmail.com

www.stpetersmarchington.org.uk
www.stpetersmarchington.org.uk
mailto:lyndaclarenicholson@gmail.com


St Peter’s Contacts

Rev Margaret Sherwin, Rector, Tel: 01889 560234

Maggie Hatchard, 1 Church Close Tel: 01283 820207

Thelma Brassington, Maggie Hatchard, Fiona Neads, Liz Morgan.

Lynda Nicholson, Rose Cottage, Church Lane.  Tel: 01283 821374;
Sandy Halcrow, Coverdale, Allens Lane.  Tel: 01283 820346

Kate Hart

: www.stpetersmarchington.org.uk

Help Wanted in the St Peter’s Churchyard
So remember when you said you

wouldn’t date me if I was the last
giraffe on earth?

ARK

that was a joke, right?

www.stpetersmarchington.org.uk
www.stpetersmarchington.org.uk
mailto:lyndaclarenicholson@gmail.com
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Rev. Jules Walker

We are pleased to announce that the Rev Jules Walker will be joining us as our
team vicar and living in the village in Marchington.

She will be the team vicar for Marchington, Marchington Woodlands, Kingstone
and Stramshall and will be working within the Uttoxeter Area of Parishes, for a
period of three years.

We look forward to meeting her and welcoming her and her family into our
communities.

Rev Jules will be licensed on the 5th August by the Bishop.

Eric Carter

Elaine and Hazel would like to thank everyone who kindly gave a donation  in
memory of Eric.

Totalling £540, it has been divided equally between St Peter's Church and
Marchington and Draycott Methodist church, and was very much appreciated.

St Peter’s Edward Bear Club
For birth to nursery aged children and mums, dads or carers. We
have moved Edward Bear club into the 21st century by holding
weekly 'Houseparty' calls. We meet virtually on Wednesday
mornings at 10am. If anyone would like to join us at the Edward
Bear club when we decide to meet in person again, please let
Thelma Brassington (01283 820447) know and she will be in touch
when there is any progress.
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Open Gardens
7/8th August 2021

We are pleased to announce there will be a village Open Gardens event again this
year on the dates above. It will be a lower key event than usual as not attached to
the Marchington Festival, but something we can enjoy as a community, which
after the events of the past year I am sure all will embrace with gusto!

We could still do with a few more gardens and would be quite happy if you only
want to open for one of the days. We will of course have our usual refreshment
gardens included, so you can make a day of it as you wander round the village.
Coffee and cake, ploughman’s lunch, cream tea, ice cream, BBQ and possibly a
little tipple!

Please let us know if you would like to open your garden by emailing your interest.

gill.scarlett@hotmail.com

janey.hilton123@gmail.com

Wainwright Rhodes Design Ltd
Your local Builders, Joiners, Roofers & Plumbers

01283 820286

mailto:gill.scarlett@hotmail.com
mailto:gill.scarlett@hotmail.com
mailto:janey.hilton123@gmail.com
mailto:janey.hilton123@gmail.com


MARCHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Annual Report 2021

This has been an unprecedented year in many ways with Marchington Parish
Council meeting as normal each month, but virtually via Zoom rather than face
to face due to Government COVID 19 restrictions. This has meant that residents
wishing to join or attend a meeting have also had to do this virtually. Despite the
limitations, I believe we have managed to achieve the running of the affairs of
the Parish Council smoothly and efficiently. The timing of the last two PC
meetings has been significantly affected by the death of the Duke of Edinburgh
together with the period of mourning and Government legislation restricting
virtual meetings up to 6th May 2021 and not allowing virtual meetings beyond.
I would firstly like to thank all Parish Councillors for their support during the last
year and particularly the Vice Chairman in dealing with matters arising. Thank
you also to our new Parish Clerk, Becci Ede, who was dropped in at the deep end
at the start of the pandemic and has carried out her duties so diligently and
proficiently.
Despite the pandemic the Parish Council has managed to achieve some objectives.
Covid 19 has been a terrible pandemic hitting residents of Marchington like
everywhere else in the country but it has brought out the best in our community.
The Parish Council supported and organised a Buddy Scheme with volunteers
acting as buddies to vulnerable residents delivering groceries, medical supplies
and other essentials. Our community also benefited greatly from the Community
Shop staying open, shop volunteers continuing and a milkman, postman and paper
delivery man carrying on as normal. Our two public houses served takeaway beer
when allowed and the Dog and Partridge served takeaway meals. There are many
examples of kindness to others witnessed in Marchington in the last year as always
and a real sense of community spirit felt. This has been very apparent with
residents taking essential daily exercise around the Parish and the verbal
exchanges between walkers giving each other a boost. Moisty Lane and Green
Lane have been very busy highways for walkers, some with two legs, some with
four legs!
The Parish Council has been very successful in obtaining various grants for
greening, re-wilding and trees thanks particularly to the efforts of the Vice

mailto:gill.scarlett@hotmail.com
mailto:gill.scarlett@hotmail.com
mailto:janey.hilton123@gmail.com
mailto:janey.hilton123@gmail.com
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Chairman, Ian Morgan. The activities of the “Friends of Marchington” volunteer
group has resulted in many trees and whips (young trees) being planted around
the village but particularly down Green Lane and around the Brook and Cricket
Field. The Parish Council has also created an area of reflection at the Orchard
with the final touch being the installation of a buddy bench made out of recycled
plastic milk bottles for residents to sit, admire the view towards the Church and
reflect. Road repair works were carried out down Green Lane last year though
there is still much to do.
Achievements this year include the laying of limestone chippings on the track at
Silver Lane between the road and the important new car park on the old sewage
beds to make the access to the car park suitable for all weather use. A significant
amount of repair work has been carried out on the children’s play equipment at
Forestside and Silver Lane with the final stage to be the repainting of the
equipment. The Parish Council kept open the children’s playgrounds to enable
children to “let off steam” and help preserve the sanity of parents during
lockdowns.
February 2021 finally saw the completion of the development works on the five
houses built on Jacks Lane to the relief of the frustrated residents with a period
of nearly two years of disruption, road closures, breaks in electricity supply and
general mess. The Parish Council fought hard to ensure the development adhered
to the Marchington Neighbourhood Plan particularly latterly with regard to
fencing and hedges at the boundaries. Residents look forward to the maturing of
the newly planted vegetation and a mellowing of boundaries.
The last year has seen a high number of properties in Marchington sold to new
occupants with many new faces in the village now and I warmly welcome them
to our community and hope they embrace the spirit and become as happy as I
have been here. As the Government Roadmap opens up and the village halls,
public houses and sports fields spring back into action they will see the Parish of
Marchington for what it truly offers.
It has been a privilege to serve Marchington over the last year. It is now time for
me to vacate the seat and sit on the back row to support the new Chair.

Andrew C Mann



Marchington Village Hall News - June 2021

Onwards and upwards
By the time you read this, Marchington Village Hall will be fully operational according
to the step 3 guidelines starting on17 May. Later in June, we hope restrictions will ease
even further, but meanwhile our bookings are looking much healthier than for the past
15 months.
During the pandemic, the Government, through the county council but especially East
Staffordshire Borough Council, compensated us and other community buildings
generously for loss of hiring fees. While everything has been on hold for so long, we are
now in a position to resume the improvements programme for the Hall. I will provide
more details of our immediate plans next month but your ideas are always welcome.
While things are beginning to ease, we recognise that it will take time for people to feel
confident to go out, let alone go in to a community building so we have organised an open
day at which everyone is welcome. See the box below for details and put it into your
bursting diary.

If you want to book the Hall, call Gill Williamson on 820407 or email
marchingtonvillagehallbookings@hotmail.com.

Geraldine Flavell

Come and see Marchington Village Hall!
Meet your friends!

Sit down at tables together!
Talk to people!

Eat cake!
Leave your mask at home!

Open day, Friday 9 July, 2-5pm
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We are delighted to say that Ellie has now got a permanent role in Nottingham
so she has left her shifts on Thursday and Sunday mornings. We wish her every
bit of success in her chosen career and would like to thank her for stepping in so
well for us since September last year.

By the time you read this, we hope to have two new faces in the shop on Thursday
and Sunday mornings, replacing Ellie, please introduce yourselves!

In other news, we have a wonderful selection of bedding plants for sale, partly
from a new local supplier. They are great quality and very good value for money,
so we are really pleased to be able to offer them for our customers.

Our Wine Committee continue to source a great selection and range of wines for
the shop and we have been very successful over the past year in introducing new
wines that have proved popular. Every month we have at least one feature wine,
and one offer. If you haven’t tried one of our wines, do please come and see what
you are missing. Also we have a Wine Loyalty scheme, with a stamp for every
bottle bought, and a draw every 3 months.

Liz Morgan, Chair, Marchington Community Shop



Convenience foods, snacks, sweets and drinks, pastries, good
range of biscuits and cakes, local eggs and honey, vegetables
Locally baked bread, fresh every day except Sunday, cards for

all occasions
Dry cleaning and minor clothing repair service.

PLUS a great selection of wines from around the world.
Enquiries and sales over the phone 01283 821248

Mon-Thu 8.30 to 5pm, Fri to 5.30pm, Sat 9-12, Sun 9.00-11.15

FRESH – LOCAL – CONVENIENT

www.marchingtonshop.co.uk                          phone 821248

The Dog and Partridge

The Dog and Partridge has had a refit and revamp ready for its
reopening giving it a brand new look - and brand new menus as
well! We look forward to welcoming everyone back! We will also

continue the takeaway service until further notice.

See our adverts for Sunday music sessions and food on pages
20 and 21.
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The Season So Far
We are pleased to report that the club has enjoyed a positive start to the season
with over 80 members having played cricket for our club. Our teams are proving
competitive in their respective leagues and below is a summary of our leading
performers for the season so far.

We are looking forward to the rest of the season and if you would like to find out
more about the club, please get in touch with James Burton on 07961 208 354 or
jamesburton81@yahoo.co.uk.

Team Leading Run
Scorer

Leading Wicket
Taker

Leading Fielder

1st XI Tim Powell
113 runs

Ben Brown
6 wickets

Gary Cotterill
4 catches

2ⁿd XI Stan Maxwell
99 runs

Dave Hunt
5 wickets

Malcolm Gardner
2 catches

Under 15s Tyler
82 runs

Will
3 wickets

George
2 catches

Under 13s Keatan
43 runs

Bethany, Josh and
Bethany - all 2

wickets

Anthony,
Cameron, Gregory
& Josh - all 1 catch

Under 11s Bulls Josh
24 runs

Billy, Sam &
Tommy - all 2

wickets

None

Under 11s
Centaurs

Harry
29 runs

Maximus
4 wickets

Bethany
1 catch



Walking Safely in the Countryside

Farmers appreciate lots of people like their dogs to enjoy the countryside with them,
but as much of the UK’s rural landscape is maintained by grazing sheep there is
always a strong chance that walkers will encounter some whilst out with their dogs,
and for that reason NSA is urging the general public to take time to learn a little on
the potential damage even the most sweet natured of dogs could cause to sheep.
What is sheep (livestock) worrying by dogs?
Sheep worrying by dogs occurs when a dog in some way distresses a sheep or whole
flock of sheep. It is every dog’s instinct to chase, even if they are usually obedient
and good with other animals. Chasing by dogs can do serious damage to sheep, even
if the dog doesn’t catch them. The stress of worrying by dogs can cause sheep to die
and pregnant ewes to miscarry their lambs.
Sheep fleeing from dogs are often killed or seriously injured by their panicked
attempts to escape, causing untold damage to fences and field boundaries in the
process.
Dog bites can cause death in sheep or necessitate them being put down at a later date,
or in less severe cases considerable veterinary bills and additional welfare issues.
Injuries to sheep can also delay the normal farming routine, be it the mating season
or administration of vital medicines and vaccines.
How can dog owners stop their animals from being involved in sheep worrying?
It is a criminal offence to allow a dog to worry sheep. Dog owners can be fined  In
some circumstances, farmers are legally entitled to shoot dogs if they are endangering
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their sheep. An end result that is devastating for all involved.
Whilst walking through the countryside dogs must be kept on a lead and under control.

 Walkers
must keep to footpaths and not approach sheep and lambs. Dog owners are also
reminded of the need to remove any dog faeces also as this can cause parasitic
infection to sheep flocks.
If you live in or near a farming area, you must make sure that your dog cannot escape
from your property, as it may find its way onto land containing sheep.
If your dog is involved in an incident or you witness another dog chasing or attacking
sheep please try and contact the farmer as soon as possible. The sheep may need
urgent veterinary treatment so please do not leave without notifying someone who
may be able to help.

The countryside is working environment and it's important to be mindful and
respectful of farms and farm animals, particularly during spring when cattle are
rearing their young. When walking near cattle:

● Stop, look and listen on entering a field. Look out for any animals and watch how
they are behaving, particularly bulls or cows with calves.

● Try to avoid getting between cows and their calves.

● Be prepared for cattle to react to your presence, especially if you have a dog with
you.

● Move quickly and quietly, and if possible walk around the herd.

● Keep your dog close, on a short lead, and under effective control.

● Remember to close gates behind you when walking through fields containing
livestock.

● Report any frightening incidents or attacks to the landowner, the highway authority,



the Health & Safety Executive (HSE), and also the police if it's of a serious nature.

● Keep us informed of any problems you experience.

● Don’t hang onto your dog if you are threatened by cattle - let it go as the cattle will
chase the dog and not you.

● Don’t put yourself at risk by walking close to cattle.

● Don’t panic or run – most cattle will stop before they reach you; if they follow just
walk on quietly.

If cattle are on your path, find another way, by going around the cattle. If cattle are
blocking a path through a field, you’re within your rights to find a safe way, away
from the path to avoid them. You should then re-join the footpath as soon as possible
– and when you consider it safe to do so.
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Marchington Nature Notes
The longer daylight hours bring cheer to us all, with the summer solstice falling
this year on the 20th June. Our solstice, when the sun reaches the most northerly
point in the sky, brings us long daylight hours that stretch ahead, allowing us to
pursue outdoor activities with verve and zeal.

Midsummers Day falls on the 24th of June. This marks the midpoint of the
growing season, halfway between planting and harvest.

The offspring of birds and animals are evident, with their pleadings for food,
whilst  their parents look rather harassed and bedraggled by the extra demands
of foraging.

But what about the activities of the night
shift? If you are lucky enough to spy a
hedgehog in your garden, it’s a real delight.
Our paths don’t often cross these night
dwellers, as they are incredibly shy. But
they leave evidence of their garden rovings
by dropping little coal black poos, or you
may hear huffing or snorting sounds

emanating from the undergrowth. These endearing creatures, often hoover up
spillage from bird feeders and when disturbed, lift up their skirts and scurry off
into nowhere!

Investing in a wildlife camera which costs around £50 and is simple to use, will
give you an up close and personal encounter with these nocturnal animals. Cat
food placed nearby (dried kitten food seems to work best and is less messy) is an
attractive alternative to the masses of slugs and bugs they devour nightly. Always
leave fresh water close by and allow parts of the garden to be less managed by
leaving wood piles or even a hedgehog box. Ponds should always have an escape
route fitted, either by implementing a chicken wire style cargo net or raising an
edge with stones.

Use slug pellets sparingly, and if you do, put them under wood or bricks, to stop
hedgehogs eating the affected slugs.



Community Orchard

A buddy bench, table, circular tree seat and bird table, now complete the additions
to the orchard. Our thanks again to Staffordshire County Council (DoingOurBit
grant) and to The Friends of Marchington, for their hard labour in creating this
communal area. It is a very pleasant place to sit amongst nature, overlooking
fields to the church, village and the woodland cliff beyond.

The unremitting frosts we had in spring don’t seem to have affected the sweet
smelling blossom on the fruit trees, which are alive with pollinating bees.

Wrens flit about the woodpiles and tree creepers, woodpeckers, nuthatches,
chaffinches and blue tits have been spied by our keen village ‘twitchers’.

The unmanaged areas of grass have wildflowers popping up and the recently
woven willow arbour is greening up nicely.

Sit a while and encounter some peace and calm.

This parish is lovely and loved.

Janey Hilton
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Chris Swinson Carpet & upholstery cleaning services
TEL: 01889 564021

Carpets bring luxury, comfort and softness to a room, reduce noise levels and provide
insulation and warmth. A thorough annual cleaning will help to keep your carpets   looking
new, hygienically clean & extend their life.
We clean your carpets & upholstery without abrasion using our sophisticated 2 stage
injection extraction equipment which is far more effective compared to single stage
cleaning.  All our cleaning is delivered at a safe low temperature providing you an
effective deep clean.
We never use low cost DIY or general purpose cleaning products e.g. soda crystals,
vinegar, washing-up liquid, spray foams etc. which will damage your carpet and bleach
colours. Our professional wool approved PH balanced cleaning does not damage or
degrade delicate fibers.
We use  100% natural cleaning solutions which are classified  by the food and drinks
agency as safe  to the environment, people & pets and contains no petrochemical
ingredients or  other harsh chemicals.

Typical room prices - Lounges £55 -  £75, Bedrooms £20 - £35, Stairs £25,
3 piece suites £105. StainGuard Protective Coating also available.

      www.chrisswinson.co.uk  -  A family business since 1990 –

Do you love cats?  Can you spare a few hours each month to help them?
Then read on ……………

Derby Branch of Cats Protection is seeking a volunteer to take on the
role of Branch Secretary.  The Branch meets once a month and is
seeking a professional person with secretarial skills.  This may appeal
to someone or who is retired or works part-time with access to a pc or
laptop.  If you would like more information please email
shaki.mcfarland@cats.org.uk.



Quality hardwood firewood

Kiln dried & Seasoned logs for sale
(discount for quantity)

Netted Kindling & Netted Logs available
For more information please contact on

07917 287368 or 01283 575314
Email: vickysalmon96@yahoo.com
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� DIAGNOSTICS

� SERVICING

� REPAIRS

� TYRES

� MOT
01889 562029

jsgarage@live.co.uk

“Mobile Foot Care”
Jane Knight RGN, MCFHP, MAFHP

� Corns
� Verrucae
� Ingrowing Toe Nails
� Nail Trimming and Filing

01889 590114      07791 625378

� Reduction of Thickened Nails
� Treatment of Fungal Nail Infections

MARK JEFFREY

For a free estimate on all your plumbing,
heating and bathroom makeovers call Mark on

01889 564924 / 07791 476275

www.themarjoriecentre.co.uk


_________________
Independent Family Funeral Directors

t. 01538 722665
DEDICATED TO DIGNITY & PEACE

OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

info@fieldfuneralservices.co.uk
www.fieldfuneralservices.co.uk

Field Funeral Services I  37a High Street  I   Tean
Stoke on Trent I Staffordshire I  ST10 4DY

‘CURTAINS UP’
Custom made blinds and curtains.

Full measurement and making service. Curtain
alterations also undertaken.

Friendly and local at competitive prices
including collection and delivery.

Wide range of fabrics can be supplied.

Claire Hardwick
Ring for advice / appointment.

01538 702201
Mob: 07979 942050

Email: Claire@curtainsup.co.uk

High Class
Interior &
Exterior

City & Guilds
Bank Top Farmhouse
Draycott in the Clay
Ashbourne
Derbyshire DE6 5HD
Established 1972

The Marjorie Centre
for

Complementary Health
Helping you to better

health in body, mind and
spirit   – naturally!

Treatments from:
Reflexology, Reiki,

Shiatsu, Counselling,
Indian Head Massage,

Hypnotherapy, Aromatherapy,
Hydrotherm Massage,

Sports & Relaxing Massages
15 Market Street

Uttoxeter ST14 8JA
01889 567999

www.themarjoriecentre.co.uk

www.themarjoriecentre.co.uk
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Springfield, Stubby Lane, Draycott in the Clay, Uttoxeter
ST14 8LX

Free delivery within a 5 mile radius

OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 5PM -10PM
WEEKENDS 5PM -11PM

CLOSED TUESDAYS

01283 204431
WE  ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. WE NO LONGER ACCEPT CHEQUES.



Helen, the President has been kept
busy this last month sending out lots
of emails about events happening in
the WI. We could access a recorder
session for beginners or improvers, go
to a Crafting session on making a
patchwork rug mug, take part in a talk
about this year’s Resolution ‘Ovarian
cancer awareness’ or listen to a talk on
Hampton Court Palace ghosts.

I think there might be more events
happening at the moment than last
year.

Perhaps we’ll just settle for the May
meeting of Woodlands WI on
Thursday May 13th held via Zoom.

It has been an exciting month for
members as we have all been visited
personally by the Woodlands WI
Fairies, bearing gifts of plants and
everything we need to make a glorious
summer bedding planter. As if that
wasn’t enough, the fairies had arranged
to do a demonstration of planting a pot
up, in our monthly meeting. My plants

came with a lovely smile and chat,
thank you so much.

The flower power fairy duo of Janey
and Leann gave a super demo of
planting a pot up and followed it with
lots of topical tips - just like
Gardeners’ Question time. It’s also
been recorded, thanks to Geraldine, so
those members who couldn’t come,
can see it via an email link.

We also found out a new use for
babies’ nappies - if you want to find
out, you’ll need to talk to one of us to
be let into the secret!
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Marchington Woodlands Village Hall Update

It had been a very long wait (418 days) but the Woodlands Village Hall doors
finally reopened on Thursday 6 May, 2021.  Local elections might not be
everyone’s choice for an opening act but ESBC were most welcome.

With the vaccination rollout programme proving highly successful, the PM has
announced that the third "very considerable step on the road back to normality”
will go ahead as planned from May 17. The Government will tell us more about

I’m really looking forward to making
the planter up. Anne suggested we have
a competition and at the end of the
summer, take a photo of our planter
and see which one has bloomed the
best - great idea.

Everyone has paid their subs and we
have increased the membership by new
members, welcome Vanessa and Rose
to Woodlands WI.

I hope they thought we weren’t too
mad!

It won’t be many months before we
can meet in person! Hopefully in July.

 Next month we will meet up via Zoom
on June 10th.

Until then enjoy your gardening and
more importantly don’t forget to stay
happy.

Kind regards to you all,

Grace Hodges

www.mwvh.co.uk
mailto:mwvh@btinternet.com


how it sees life in the UK and in village halls after step four of lockdown easing
(currently scheduled for 21 June), by the end of May.

Whether the Government decides to keep a few safeguards or not, my own view
is that the public health campaign of ‘Hands, Face, Space and Fresh Air’ makes
a lot of sense.   Hand washing is one of the most effective methods of preventing
diseases.   Face coverings divide opinion but they help to stop the spread of viruses
that lurk in the air and fall onto surfaces that we touch.  Space is very important.
Social distancing has been practised for centuries as an effective way to combat
disease as many illnesses cannot spread beyond a few feet.  Even if the
Government lifts current UK social distancing measures, we should always be
mindful of and respect others by maintaining a reasonable distance from them.
Lastly, when we are meeting people indoors, it is good practice to ventilate the
space by opening doors and/or windows (weather permitting), to let in fresh air
and reduce the risk of airborne transmission of viruses.

Going forward, we can all play our part and look after the health of everyone
around us by taking some of these steps when we join in activities or attend an
event at the Village Hall.  They do not cost anything and will help to keep the
community safe and well.

Woodlands Village Hall Annual General Meeting on June 25 (7pm) will start
with a small amount of formal business, including Committee elections, followed
by the first social get-together after reopening.  It would be great to see residents
at both.  Please look out for further details closer to the date, especially on the
Village Hall’s website ( www.mwvh.co.uk ).   If you have ideas and suggestions
for utilising the Village Hall to its best for the community and/or are interested
in joining the Committee, we’d love to hear from you (mwvh@btinternet.com).

This contribution isn’t complete without the most important Village Hall contact:
Booking Secretary, Isabel Wilson (Tel. 01889 569411).

See you on 25 June.

K

www.mwvh.co.uk
mailto:mwvh@btinternet.com
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St. John’s Church Marchington Woodlands

St. John’s Contacts
Priest in charge: Rev. Margaret Sherwin Rector Tel: 01889 560234

Licensed Reader:  Maggie Hatchard  Tel: 01283 820207

Church Wardens:
Graham Salt, Cherry Tree Cottage, Greaves Lane, Draycott in the Clay

Tel: 01283 821587; mobile  07759 238388; gsalt799@btinternet.com

Linda Beech, Cliff Bungalow, Marchington Cliff, Uttoxeter ST14 8ND
tel:01283 820209 /  07875516635  beechnuts@hotmail.co.uk
Verger: John Bostock, The School House, Marchington Woodlands
tel: 01889 562404
Treasurer: Mike Cleaver, email: macleaver@hotmail.co.uk

PCC members:
John and Pat Bostock, Graham and Pat Salt, Victor Read, Anna Cadamy, Mike Cleaver,
Robert Parkes, Linda Beech,
Isabel Wilson: Tel: 01889 569411; email: chrisisalwilson@aol.co.uk

http://www.marchingtonwoodlandschurch.co.uk/ St. Johns website

Church Services at St John’s during June
Sunday 13th    4pm   Evening Prayer

Sunday 27th    9.30am  Holy Communion

If you would like to read or do flowers for these or any future services, please let
Linda or Isabel know.

mailto:gsalt799@btinternet.com
mailto:beechnuts@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:macleaver@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:chrisisalwilson@aol.co.uk
http://www.marchingtonwoodlandschurch.co.uk/ 


St John’s News
Fantastic news that in August we shall be welcoming our new vicar Jules into the
area team. She will be here on a three-year fixed term but let’s hope that she may
be able to stay even longer.

On Thursday 29th April Mr Raymond James “Jim” Groves was buried in the
churchyard at St John’s after a funeral led by Charles Dale. Although the weather
threatened to soak the mourners at the graveside in the end a few large spots were
all that fell.

It saddens me to have to report that again graves are being fouled by a dog. Many
thoughtful dog walkers use the footpath that comes through St Johns churchyard
and keep their dogs on leads and clean up after them if necessary. It is such a
shame that some dog owners let the side down and consequently show little
respect for the churchyard and the graves of those buried there.

On a happier note, as promised last month:

Marchington Woodlands 100 Club

Winners in April
Pat Salt, Margaret Byrne, Stuart Cadamy and Richard Beech.

Subscriptions for 2021-22 are also due in June. Subs remain at £12 for
the year. Contact Graham or Linda.

AFTERNOON TEA at WOODLANDS VILLAGE HALL
Come and enjoy a sumptuous tea and catch up with friends and

neighbours
On SATURDAY 10TH JULY from 3pm to 5pm

Tickets £10 per person
From Graham Salt or Linda Beech
Book early to avoid disappointment

Don’t forget to get your subs for the magazine ready for when your
volunteers come round to bring your magazines in June or July.

mailto:gsalt799@btinternet.com
mailto:beechnuts@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:macleaver@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:chrisisalwilson@aol.co.uk
http://www.marchingtonwoodlandschurch.co.uk/ 
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If you are unable to carry out your duty, please find a replacem
ent and inform

 the church wardens.


